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The Commands of Our Lord

“Peace be with you”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  

John 20:26 And after eight days again His disciples were inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst, and said, "Peace be with you."
This is another command from our Lord.  It is not a suggestion or advice, but a command.  Notice that we have not been studying the advice of our Lord this year!  In one way of reading this verse it seems that people mainly take it as just a type of greeting, but it is an actual command.  Now just as some people have to ask “what does ‘is’ mean?”, we do have to be careful to know what Jesus means by peace.  We can start by asserting what He does NOT mean:
Matt 10:34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.

Matt 10:35 "For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

Matt 10:36 and a man's enemies will be the members of his household.

Matt 10:37 "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

Matt 10:38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

Matt 10:39 "He who has found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake shall find it.”
Luke 12:51 “Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather division;”
John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”

There are many other such illustrations in the Bible, but these are enough examples to show that Jesus is speaking in words that do not have the same meaning as used by the world and such is very true with many other words, including the word “faith”.  So what does Jesus mean by this command?  The word “peace” occurs 332 times in the Bible.  It appears 245 times in the Old Testament and 87 times in the New Testament.  The primary meaning in the Old Testament is associated with peace with God as noted below:
Lev 7:11 “Now this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings which shall be presented to the Lord.”

Most of the applications of peace in the Old Testament have to do with obtaining peace with God.  The same application holds in the New Testament as Jesus alone can bring us into true peace with God.

John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world."

The Bible clearly teaches us that as children of God we will have much worldly tribulation.  Some of the tribulation is as is common with the world but much of the tribulation has to do with our relationship with Jesus Whom the world hates.  

John 15:19 “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”

Jesus is commanding us to live in peace with God and it is only children of God who can have such peace:

Romans 5:1 “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Romans 8:6 “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,”

So the primary meaning Jesus has for peace is peace with God.  But the application of this peace will also involve us living at peace with other people as much as possible:

Rom 12:18 “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.”

So Jesus both offers us peace with God and commands us to live in that peace so that we can have peace with God and the peace of God living in our life.  Peace is one of the fruits of the Spirit and so it should always be flowing from God to us and from us to the world.

Gal 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

Gal 5:23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”

When we realize that we are now at peace with God, peace is an active component of our being in all that we do.  When we do not reflect that peace given us through the works of Jesus we are not living as God’s children.  The command is given to all who are God’s children so we should praise the Lord each day for that peace.

